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ACTIVITY ACCOUNTS

Each sport has a high school activity account. All activity account purchases must be approved
by the Athletic Director to be paid. Keep in mind that monies deposited into this account are
from student fees and fundraisers. Acceptable purchases are those that directly benefit students.

ATHLETE CHANGING SPORTS IN SEASON OR DUAL SPORTS ATHLETES

Athletes cut from a sport during the initial tryout period are eligible for participation in another
in-season sport. However, if an athlete is dropped from a team or quits a sport during the regular
season (after the first contest is played), that athlete is not eligible to participate in any other
sport during that season without the approval of the losing coach, the gaining coach, and the
Athletic Director.

The Central Wisconsin Conference (CWC) does allow students to participate in two sports
during the same season. Proper paperwork must be on file with the Athletic Director to be a dual
sport athlete.

ATHLETE VIOLATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY RULES OR THE ATHLETIC CODE

Any violations of eligibility rules or the athletic code by any athlete on your team could subject
the entire team to forfeits and the School District of Manawa, under certain circumstances, to
sanctions from the WIAA. As a coach, a representative of the School District of Manawa, and a
role model for your athletes, you are expected to strictly enforce all WIAA, conference, and
school rules and regulations.

Any suspected or actual violations of any eligibility rules or of the Athletic Code should be
reported immediately to the Athletic Director. You are expected to cooperate fully with the
Athletic Director and to aid in the investigation of any suspected or alleged violations by your
athletes.

AWARDS

The athletic department provides letters, pins, varsity letter certificates, and participation
certificates for student-athletes. Any additional awards that you present to your athletes beyond
those which are listed below must be purchased from your school district budget or activity fund.

JV2: Participation Certificates

Junior Varsity: Participation Certificates

Varsity: Letter Certificates, Letter (M), Pins, Captain’s Pins and Manager Pins

Make sure your awards do not violate the WIAA rules regarding amateur status as described in
the WIAA Rules of Eligibility, Article IV.

The head coach of each sport is responsible for coordinating the awards program for his/her
program at the end of each season. The coach may choose to work with a support club, booster
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club, or group of selected parents in planning the type of awards ceremony that would best suit
the students and the sport.

The head coach is expected by the School District of Manawa to attend CWC All-Conference
Award meetings. If the head coach is unable to attend this must be communicated with the
Athletic Director and a sport representative must be sent in his/her place.

BUDGET

The head varsity coach must assist the Athletic Director in writing a yearly budget in his/her
sport for the entire 7-12 program. All purchase orders must be signed and approved by the
Athletic Director prior to the purchase. COACHES ARE NOT TO CALL, FAX, OR MAIL
ANY ORDER TO A VENDOR. This is done by the district office upon approval of a purchase
requisition.

Any requests for equipment, supplies, or training to the Manawa Athletic Booster Club must be
pre approved by the Athletic Director. The Athletic Director will take any approved requests to
the Manawa Athletic Booster Club for purchase by the Athletic Director. The Manawa Athletic
Booster Club will reimburse the SDM after the order is placed.

All purchases for the current school year must be made by April 15 th.

BUILDING USAGE

Coaches are only allowed to use the School District of Manawa building for usage that directly
pertains to the athletic team they coach. Using SDM buildings for their own personal benefit or
leisure is prohibited. Coaches must follow the building reservation channels to reserve any space
within either LWHS or MES.

COACHES ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS

All coaches are encouraged to be a part of their sports Wisconsin State Coaches Association.
This allows the School District of Manawa student-athletes the opportunity to be nominated for
state awards.

COACHES NOT LICENSED TO TEACH (CNLT)

Any individual who will help in any way with coaching duties, whether paid or volunteer, and
who is not licensed to teach (CNLT), is required to be registered by Little Wolf High School with
the WIAA. This rule does NOT apply to student teachers that do not have supervisory
responsibilities. For more information, visit www.wiaawi.org, under the WIAA Coaches Info.
link there is a link to the coach's education. These coaches are required to complete the WIAA
required coursework before their second year as a coach. Additionally, background checks, TB
tests, and physicals are required by the district of all non-staff coaches, whether they are paid or
volunteer.
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Prior to the second year of coaching, CNLT must provide a certificate of completion of the
course to the Athletic Director.

COACHING CLINICS

All head and assistant coaches at any level are encouraged to attend at least one coaching clinic
per year. One clinic per year per coaching staff, will be paid for by the Athletic Department. If a
coach does not attend a clinic however, it is an expectation that they do something else in the
off-season to improve their coaching ability. Additionally, all head and assistant coaches can
attend one clinic, per sport s/he coaches, during that school year. All coaching days need to be
cleared through the athletic department.

COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS

Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations. By establishing an understanding
of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide greater benefit
to the children. As parents, when your child becomes involved in our program, you have a right
to understand what expectations are placed on our athletes. This begins with clear
communication from the coach of your child’s program. Each coach will be expected to create an
expectation form to be shared at the beginning of year meeting and with the Athletic Director.
The coach is expected to work with the Athletic Director on this to create unity across our
athletic programs.

CONCUSSIONS

Coaches are expected to follow the state law regarding concussions to athletes. Additionally,
coaches must speak about the paperwork involved, at the Parent’s Meeting held before the
season begins. All coaches must enroll and complete the National Federation of State High
School Associations Concussion in Sports Elective Course. This free one-hour course must be
completed and the Certificate of Completion must be on file in the main office prior to
coach/student-athlete contact. The link can be found here:
https://nfhslearn.com/courses?searchText=Concussion

All coaches must be familiar with the Wisconsin Concussion Fact Sheet for Athletes found here:
https://bsbproduction.s3.amazonaws.com/portals/7130/docs/esc/esc%20concussion%20fact%20s
heet%20for%20athletes.pdf

This document will be included in all student-athlete packets and is available in hard copy in the
main office.
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DISTRICT POLICIES

All coaches, paid or volunteer, are expected to familiarize themselves with all SDM policies and
are not limited to Program Policies, Professional Staff Policies, Support Staff Policies, and
WIAA Policies. All district policies are accessible on the SDM website.

If a coach has any questions regarding policies, coaches should ask the Athletic Director,
Principals, or District Administrator.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS

The following policy will be in effect for practice, competitions, and meetings for athletic teams
and extracurricular activities.

Late Start:

Athletic practices and activity meetings will follow the school day. Athletic and
activity events being hosted at the high school will be as scheduled.

Early Release:

All sport levels must cancel practice. Activity meetings will be canceled. Athletic
competitions at home or away will also be canceled.

Cancellation:

All school events/contests/practices will be postponed due to weather conditions,
except for WIAA Tournament contests. Those events will be played, if possible.
Additionally, no voluntary practices off school grounds will be allowed, if school is
canceled.

EVALUATIONS OF COACHES

Head Coaches will be evaluated on a yearly basis. The Head Coach will work with the Athletic
Director to pilot an evaluation process of assistant coaches in the 2021-2022 year, with a
recommendation whether to rehire to the Athletic Director.

FIRST AID / CPR

All paid coaches are required to be CPR and first aid certified by the WIAA and will have the
opportunity to obtain first aid training and cardiopulmonary resuscitation certification within one
year of being hired for a coaching position at the School District of Manawa. (Contact the School
District Nurse for available training opportunities.)

HARASSMENT

Harassment of any nature--racial, sexual, or ethnic--is banned by the School District of Manawa
and the CWC. In addition, coaches are reminded that any type of behavior towards athletes that
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could be construed to be sexual harassment is strictly prohibited. Definitions of harassment and
comprehensive policies can be found on the School District of Manawa webpage.

SDM Policy & Administrative Guideline Manual
https://www.manawaschools.org/district/policies.cfm

HAZING

Soliciting, encouraging, aiding or engaging in hazing is prohibited. Hazing means any
intentional, knowing or reckless act directed against a student for being initiated into, affiliating
with, holding office or maintaining membership in any organization, club or athletic team whose
members are, or include, other students.

Students engaging in hazing will be subject to athletic and district disciplinary actions. Initiation
rites that fall within that definition will not be tolerated at the School District of Manawa. Any
coach who has knowledge of, or who participates in, the planning or actual hazing incident, will
be subject to immediate and severe disciplinary action that could include immediate release of
the coach from his/her position. Representatives of the School District of Manawa’s athletic
program are expected to cooperate fully with school and law enforcement authorities in any
investigations involving hazing plans or incidents.

INJURY OR ACCIDENT OCCURRING TO AN ATHLETE

Following an accident or injury to an athlete, the coach responsible for that athlete must
complete a Student Incident Report and submit it via the School District of Manawa Website
within 24 hours. In addition, we expect coaches to adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Emergency Contact Forms will be available on the rSchool coaches application for immediate
access at all team functions including but not limited to games and practices.

2. Coaches should provide emergency aid only to a level at which they are capable. If a coach
has not been trained to perform first aid on a specific type of injury, the athlete should be
made as comfortable as possible until emergency care personnel arrive.

3. Notify parents/guardians immediately.

4. Appoint a coach to take witness statements or record notes as soon as is feasible at the facility
at which the injury occurred.

5. Obtain the name and address of the hospital to which the injured athlete is being conveyed and
notify parents/guardians.

6. If possible, and with the concurrence of the attending physician, we encourage injured athletes
to continue to attend practices
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KEYS

1. All keys necessary for the efficient operation of the sport shall be issued to the coach at the
beginning of the season.

2. Under no circumstances should keys be given to or entrusted to students, parents, or
non-school district personnel. This could create a serious breach of security for the entire
building. Keys are not permitted to be copied/made at any time.

3. Coaches must report any keys lost to the Athletic Director immediately upon discovery of the
loss.

4. If the disappearance of keys is due to negligent handling of keys on the part of the coach, s/he
may be held financially responsible for any rekeying that must take place.

5. At the end of the season, coaches must return all keys issued for a sport season unless the
individual normally uses the keys to carry out his/her teaching duties. (Approval for out
of season use will be given on a case-by-case basis.)

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Varsity Head Coaches will work with the Athletic Director to recommend a team representative/s
to represent their program on a pilot program entitled the Manawa Athletic Leadership Council.
The Athletic Director will work with all head coaches to establish guidelines and criteria for each
sport.

OUT-OF-SEASON CONTACT WITH ATHLETES

No activity or contact should in any way resemble a school team practicing, conducting tryouts,
or competing out-of-season. Further, WIAA rules allow certain restricted contacts during the
summer.

Specific information regarding this rule can be found in Article II of the WIAA Bylaws, and
Article VI, Section 2, of the Rules of Eligibility. All coaches are expected to utilize WIAA
allowable days of contact for each sport.

PARENT COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL

Communication among or between athletes, parents, and coaches is encouraged. The following
criteria should be followed to enhance this communication:

1. The “24-Hour Rule” is in effect. Coaches are not to discuss complaints or issues from parents
before 3:30 p.m. on the day following a contest. This rule also applies to electronic
communication.

2. Coaches are expected to operate under an open-door policy where they will candidly respond
to questions and concerns from either the athlete or the parent.
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3. If the athlete or parent has a question or concern about the program, the question or concern
should be brought directly to the head coach.

4. Contact with the coach should be accomplished as much as possible during normal school
hours.

5. Coaches should schedule the meeting with the athlete and/or parents in a private setting.

6. Communication, by all parties, will be carried out in a rational, calm, mature discussion with
respect shown to all.

7. Coaches are not required to respond to pressure groups.

8. In most cases, the athlete/parent and coach should be able to communicate and reach an
amicable solution to concerns and/or questions.

9. If the athlete, parent, and coach cannot mutually resolve the concern or questions are not
answered, the subject should then be brought to the Athletic Director.

10. If a parent brings a complaint to the Athletic Director/ Principal/ District Administrator, they
will be directed back to the head coach. Students will be encouraged to advocate for
themselves and work with the head coach to solve problems. When necessary, the
Athletic Director will work with student-athletes to develop strategies to approach
coaches appropriately.

11. School District of Manawa Communication Protocol:

Coach→Athletic Director→Principal→ District Administrator →WIAA→ Board of
Education

PRACTICE REGULATIONS

Practice sessions should be well structured. Typical practices on school days should last between
1.5-2.5 hours, and should not exceed 3 hours, excluding time required for dressing. Coaches may
be asked to provide a written practice plan for practices.

Practices may not begin before 6:00 a.m.

1. Sunday practices are not permitted unless authorized by the Athletic Director and or District
Administrator.

2. A coach must be present at all practices and games.

3. Coaches should be the first to arrive and the last to leave all practice sessions, locker rooms
and away events.

4. All coaches must notify the Athletic Director and Head Varsity Coach of their sport of all
absences from, or cancellation of, practices or games. E-mail notification is preferred.
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PRIOR TO BEING DECLARED ELIGIBLE TO PRACTICE

Do NOT allow a student to practice or compete without the following items on file:

Coach must check the athlete clearance with the LWHS Athletic Department prior to starting
practice.

· Current physical examination form on file in the Athletic Office.

· Signed Parent Concussion Form and Student Concussion Form

· Emergency Medical Form

· Signed parent/athlete WIAA Eligibility / LWHS Co-Curricular Code of Conduct

. Athletic Participation Fee paid

. Grades will be verified prior to competition

Final clearance for a student to practice will be communicated to the coach by the Athletic
Director

Please do not accept any forms or payment from students. These must be turned into the
main office. Coaches are responsible to utilize the rSchool Coaches application for
eligibility and immediate access.

PURCHASE OF ATHLETIC UNIFORMS, EQUIPMENT, OR SUPPLIES

Coaches may not, under any circumstances, contact a vendor directly to place an order for any
item that will be used in the School District of Manawa athletic program. It is required that
coaches will assist the Athletic Director in determining the needs of their respective programs,
all purchases (including the fund which will pay for the order) must have prior approval of the
Athletic Director.

The Athletic Director will then follow approved District guidelines for purchases. All items
purchased by a coach without prior authorization will be the responsibility of the coach for
all payments due.

RECRUITMENT OF ATHLETES

Recruitment of athletes from an interscholastic athletic program at another high school is strictly
prohibited by the WIAA and by Little Wolf High School. Any coach verified to be engaged in
this type of behavior will be disciplined immediately and could be subject to immediate
dismissal from his/her coaching position.

In addition, it is expected that all coaches will be loyal to the school and their own program.
Trying to recruit athletes from another in-season sport is also prohibited.

REF RANKING
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Throughout the season, the Varsity Head Coach is responsible to evaluate contest officials via
WIAA procedure. This can also be done using the rSchool Coaches application or the WIAA
Website.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HEAD AND ASSISTANT COACHES

The head coach is in charge of determining the direction of the specific sport. When decisions
must be made regarding the specific offensive or defensive philosophy of the sport, the head
coach determines the direction of the program. However, it is expected that the head coach will
meet on an ongoing basis with assistant coaches of the sport to ensure that everyone is in
accordance with the direction of the program.

If problems arise between the head and assistant coach(es), it is expected that the coaches in
question will first try to resolve the problem among themselves in a professional manner. If
problems continue to exist, the head coach will discuss the issues with the Athletic Director who
will then intervene and attempt to resolve the problem.

RULES INTERPRETATION VIDEO AND EXAM

The School District of Manawa and the WIAA require all high school coaches (paid or
volunteer) to view the annual WIAA Rules for their sport, and take the rules exam before the
sports season's first contest.

SCHEDULES

1. Practices - Schedules are developed by the coaches. Practices that use indoor facilities must be
reserved through the Athletic Department using the school district’s online facility
reservation system.

2. Sunday and Wednesday Practices/Contests – Practices on Sundays are prohibited without
special permission from the District Administrator. On Wednesdays, all athletic
participation is to be terminated by 6:00 p.m. unless prior approval is granted from the
Athletic Director and or District Administrator. All requests must be in writing via email.

3. Parents Night, Youth Night, etc. - Varsity coaches must let the Athletic Director know at least
two weeks in advance of the dates of Parents Night, Youth Night, and any other special
groups that will be attending

STUDENT & PARENT PRE-SEASON MEETING

Coaches will conduct a student and parent meeting before/at the beginning of the season. Most
often this will occur on the same night as the seasonal athletic code meeting. During your first
meeting with parents, coaches are expected to present in writing and discuss these items among
other things.

• Practice schedule
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• Team Rules

• Coaching Philosophy Statement

• Special dates and events

• Game schedule

• Team Selection Policy

• Lettering Policy

• How players earn playing time

STUDENT MANAGERS

A student manager for a sports team assists the coach with day-to-day logistics, practices, and
travel. A student manager will attend all varsity competitions. They will be expected to assist the
Head Coach with field preparation, travel preparation, video preparation, recording games and/or
practices, and record statistics for competitions. A manager will receive a Varsity Letter for a
completed season managing a team.

TRANSFER STUDENTS

When a student transfers into Little Wolf High School and indicates that s/he wishes to
participate in the athletic program, the circumstances surrounding that transfer will be fully
investigated to ensure that no violations of WIAA transfer rules or recruitment rules have taken
place. No coach should allow a transfer student to play without first receiving complete
clearance from the Athletic Director.

TRANSPORTATION OF ATHLETES

The Athletic Director will arrange transportation for the team within the guidelines established
by the District. Prior to the start of the season, each coach should confirm bus departure times
with the Athletic Director. Coaches are not to call the bus company to make changes to the bus
schedule, unless approved by the Athletic Director or Principal.

When a school-provided vehicle is chartered, all athletes are expected to ride to and from
practices and contests on that vehicle. Athletes may return HOME from an away contest with
parents/guardians providing prior approval has been obtained from the coach and the appropriate
waiver has been signed. In such cases, the coach is responsible for ensuring that the athlete
leaves the contest with his/her parent/guardian.

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT

Within two weeks of the last organized team practice or competition, coaches must check all
uniforms and equipment for loss or wear, perform an inventory of equipment, and notify the
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Athletic Director of missing uniforms and equipment that need repair or replacement due to
safety issues.

Prior to the beginning of the season, coaches must check uniforms and equipment to ensure that
all uniforms are available, and all equipment is safe and meets the requirements of the rules.

At the beginning of and during the season, the coach must keep accurate records regarding any
uniforms and equipment issued to athletes, the return of uniforms and equipment from athletes
during the season, and the return of all outstanding uniforms and equipment at the end of the
season.

Difficulties in retrieving uniforms and equipment from athletes should be reported immediately
to the Athletic Director, who will attempt to retrieve any lost or stolen materials. In the event that
the uniforms and equipment cannot be located, the student will be placed on the ineligibility list
until such time the items are returned, or the school is financially reimbursed for the items.

VARSITY LETTER AWARD CRITERIA

The letter is awarded only to varsity athletes of Little Wolf High School that have displayed a
high degree of school citizenship and athletic excellence.

The District sincerely expects that the letter be worn or displayed with personal pride so that the
significance of this award will continue to remind others of its true meaning.

1. The athlete must demonstrate team spirit through effort, dedication, and cooperation with team
members and coaches.

2. The athlete must complete the season in good standing.

3. The athlete must attend all practices and contests unless excused by the coach prior to the
absence.

4. Specific lettering criteria will vary from sport to sport. Honorary awards, with the Athletic
Director’s approval, can be given in special situations.

5. A letter may be awarded to a senior athlete, with the approval of the Athletic Director, if the
senior has participated in the sport for two years at the school without meeting all the
criteria for a letter.

WEIGHT TRAINING AND CONDITIONING:

Varsity Head Coaches will provide an in season weight training program for their sports team to
keep athletes performing at their peak strength and speed for the entirety of the season. The
Varsity Head Coach is expected to work with the Athletic Director to develop this along with a
schedule of implementation.

Varsity Head Coaches will provide an offseason weight training program for their sports team to
support athletes in development of their speed and strength when they are not in a sport. The
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Varsity Head Coach is expected to work with the Athletic Director to develop this along with a
schedule of implementation.

WISCONSIN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (WIAA)

The School District of Manawa is a member school of the WIAA, which is the governing body
for interscholastic athletics in the state of Wisconsin. The following information is made
available to all coaches by the WIAA: WIAA Senior High School Handbook, WIAA Season
Regulations published for fall, winter and spring sports, and the WIAA Bulletin. Coaches may
access the WIAA website at www.wiaawi.org.

Under no circumstances are coaches to contact the WIAA directly without prior clearance by the
Athletic Director regarding policy interpretations, rules or procedures. The primary contact for
the School District of Manawa is the Athletic Director; and, in certain circumstances, WIAA
procedures dictate that the WIAA cannot receive requests directly from coaches.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I ______________________________________ (coach’s full name) acknowledge that I have
received the current ‘Coaches Handbook’ and understand that it describes the conduct and
behavior expected of me as a coach and representative of the School District of Manawa.

______________________________________ _____________________

Coach Signature Date

_______________________________________ ___________________

Athletic Director Signature Date

_______________________________________ ___________________

Principal Signature Date

________________________________________ ___________________

District Administrator Signature Date
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